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Cunard Centretakes shape at Pier 23
Facility can handle banquets, receptions, trade and consumer shows, concerts and special events
By TOM PETERS Business Reporter

The Cunard name is prominent once more on the Halifax waterfront.

The Halifax Port Authority has renovated a cargo shed at Pier 23 to create the 53,000-square-foot
Cunard Centre, a multi-purpose year-round facility named for Samuel Cunard of Halifax, founder of
the company that became the Cunard Line of steamships.

The centre’s first function is a Nova Scotia Liquor Corp. event today.

RCR Hospitality Group of Halifax, in partnership with the authority, will operate the centre under a
long-term contract.

The facility will host events, conferences, meetings and trade shows, and will be used to help build the
port’s cruise industry, especially its home porting program. The cruise vessel Hanseatic of Hapag-
Lloyd Cruises was scheduled for two passenger changes in May and June through the centre.

A home porting program can be lucrative for the port. Provisioning a 100-passenger cruise ship
arriving for a day can cost $60,000, but if passengers disembark and the vessel takes a on full load of
new passengers, the price tag rises. And if passengers arrive a day early, the extra spending on
hotels and meals means more for the local economy.

The Cunard Centre can handle banquets for up to 2,500 people and receptions for 4,000, plus trade
and consumer shows, concerts, charity and fundraising events, and product launches. The space can
also be divided for smaller gatherings.

The centre, behind the Westin Nova Scotian Hotel, is part of the port authority’s nearly nine-hectare
Seaport redevelopment project, in which the authority is investing about $105 million over the next
five years. The arts district will be expanded, and retail and tourism opportunities will be created.

Robert Risley, president, RCR Hospitality Group, which has invested more than $1 million in the
project, said Thursday that the Cunard Centre is an important addition to Halifax’s hospitality
industry.

"It will open up a new niche market in the large conference business that we are presently unable to
handle anywhere in the city,"” he said. "The biggest banquet centre we have now, | think is the World
Trade Centre, which maxes out at a little over 1,000 — and we will be able to seat 2,500 people.”

The port authority has guaranteed 400 parking spaces for the centre, and Mr. Risley said his company
will employ more than 100 people during a major event.

July and August are traditionally slow months in the conference business, but starting in September
the facility has several bookings. Mr. Risley said the redevelopment is a welcome project.

"I think what it will do is create a new anchor for the central business district, which right now almost
ends around Bishop’s Landing," he said. "I know this will be an eight- to 10-year project, but they
have some wonderful things happening there and | think it will be a wonderful addition to the city."

RCR Hospitality Group has been in the food and beverage service since 1974 and has owned and
operated more than 15 restaurants. It also focuses on special events and offsite catering.
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